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REVIEWS 


book contains many practical suggestions. The details of the text 
seem to be correct and in accord with the latest principles of hygiene. 
The book should be a valuable possession for either a medical man 
or a layman visiting a tropical or subtropical country. 

G. C. R. 


Manual of the Diseases of the Eye for Students and Gen¬ 
eral Practitioners. By Charles H. Mat, M.D., Attending 
Ophthalmic Surgeon to the Mt. Sinai Hospital, New York; Con¬ 
sulting Ophthalmologist to the French Hospital, to the Gouverneur 
Hospital, and to the Italian Hospital, New York. Sixth edition; 
pp. 600; 362 original illustrations, including 22 plates, with 62 
colored figures. New York: William Wood & Co., 1909. 

This book has passed through six American editions and the 
same number of reprints in nine years. Three editions have also 
appeared in England, two in German, the same number in Italian, 
Dutch, and Spanish, and a translation also in French and Japanese. 
This is surely a remarkable history and most convincing evidence 
that the work has fulfilled the purpose which the author proposed 
to himself in the preface to the first edition—“ to present a concise, 
practical, and systematic Manual of the Diseases of the Eye, 
intended for the student and general practitioner of medicine.” 
This sixth edition, while not increased in size, has been brought 
up to date. Transillumination, the conjunctival tuberculin reaction, 
decompression, cyclodialysis, exsection of the sympathetic, are among 
the newer subjects treated. The figures and plates with which the 
book is richly illustrated are a valuable addition. Some of the 
colored plates, though generally quite satisfactory, leave something 
to be desired in fidelity to natural coloring. T. B. S. 


The Surgery of the Ear. By Samuel J. Kopetzky, M.D., 
Attending Otologist to the New York City Children’s Hospitals 
and Schools. Pp. 368; 75 Illustrations. New York: Rebman 
Company, 1908. 

The operative surgery of the ear has advanced so much in recent 
years that its literature has assumed an enormous bulk. Dr. 
Kopetzky is entitled to the gratitude of the American profession for 
the able manner in which he has collated the literature of operative 
otology and the lucidity with which he describes aural operations. 
This book presents unmistakable evidence of large experience and 
good practical work on the part of its author. One of its most use¬ 
ful features is the complete bibliographies which it contains of the 
various operative procedures. The book is well worthy of a place 
in the library of any one interested in the subject of otology. 

F. R. P. 
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Polycystic Disease of the Kidneys.— Coombs {Quart. Jour. Med., 
1909, iii, 30) reports a case of cystic disease of the right kidney, absence 
of the left kidney, multiple hemorrhages, and death from uremia. With 
a view to determining whether there is any relation between the amount 
of healthy kidney substance and the onset of symptoms indicating sys¬ 
temic poisoning, such as are associated with chronic nephritis, he has 
studied the notes of 45 cases of cystic kidney; 32 showed advanced cysuc 
disease, and of these, 18 had fatal symptoms of uremia, while among 12 
moderate cases there were 4 such deaths. In 9 others death was due to 
cardiovascular disease. Circulatory changes due to heightened arterial 
pressure, oedema, and capillary hemorrhages into the skin or mucous 
membranes may be present in Doth cystic kidney and chronic nephritis. 
There is, thus, clinically, a close analogy between these two conditions 
which are pathologically marked-by destruction of renal tissues. 

Rheumatic Arthritis and “Scarlatinal Rheumatism.”— Poynton {Quart. 
Jour. Med., 1909, iii, 15) has traced the after histories of 25 cases of 
rheumatism in childhood directly associated with scarlet fever, and 
finds that the clinical symptoms are identical with those of acute rheu¬ 
matism. One case was fatal from pericarditis, and from it adiplo- 
streptococcus was isolated which showed the same characters as the 
diplococcus found by Poynton and Paine in acute rheumatism, lhe 
portal of entrance in the two diseases is apparently identical, for scar¬ 
latinal rheumatism begins either soon after an initial sore throat, or in 
association with a secondary sore throat. The children who sunned 
from rheumatism during scarlet fever were liable to relapses, in which 



